AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 21, 2011

SENATE BILL No. 544

Introduced by Senator Price

February 17, 2011

relating-to-healing-arts—An act to add Section 1623 to the Business
Professions Code, relating to dentistry.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 544, as amended, Price. Healing-arts-Dental Board of California:
collection of fees, fines, and cost recovery.

Existing law, the Dental Practice Act, provides for the licensure and
regulation of dentists by the Dental Board of California. Existing law
establishes specified fees for licenses, permits, and certificates issued
by the board. Existing law also sets forth specified fines and penalties
for violations of the Dental Practice Act.

This bill would authorize the board to contract with a collection
agency to collect outstanding fees, fines, or cost recovery amounts from
persons who owe those moneys to the board, as specified. The bill would
require the contract with a collection agency to contain specified
safeguards to protect an individual’s personal information from
unauthorized disclosure and to provide for the liability of the collection
agency for the unauthorized use or disclosure of that information.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 1623 is added to the Business and

Professions Code, to read:

1623. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
board may contract with a collection agency for the purpose of
collecting outstanding fees, fines, or cost recovery amounts from
any person who owes that money to the board, and, for those
purposes, may provide to the collection agency the personal
information of that person, including his or her birth date,
telephone number, and social security number. The contractual
agreement shall provide that the collection agency may use or
release personal information only as authorized by the contract,
and shall provide safeguards to ensure that the personal
information is protected from unauthorized disclosure. The
contractual agreement shall hold the collection agency liable for
the unauthorized use or disclosure of personal information received

or collected under this section.

(b) The board shall not use a collection agency to recover
outstanding fees, fines, or cost recovery amounts until the person

has exhausted all app_eals and the decigion is final.

SECHONY—Sectionb50-of the Businessand-Professions Code
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